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Dear Friend of OCW,

We are delighted to invite you to a special afternoon fundraising event for the Oakland Catholic 

Worker, featuring Father Greg Boyle, SJ, on Saturday, December 6, from 1:00 - 3:00 pm at Oakland’s 

Bishop O’Dowd High School. Fr. Greg is a Jesuit priest, bestselling author, and the founder of Homeboy 

Industries, the world’s largest gang rehabilitation and re-entry program based in Los Angeles. Please 

see the enclosed flyer for more information.

Our invitation to Fr. Greg comes after deep reflection on how 
OCW is being called to respond to the ever-growing and urgent 

needs of the immigrant community. Although the Border is now 

closed, we continue to welcome unhoused, hungry, and desperate 

immigrant families who have nowhere else to turn. Many arrive at 

our doorstep with only the clothes on their back, often without 

having eaten for days.

The great hardship these families face is compounded by fear, uncertainty, and the threat brought on 

by our nation’s harsh immigration policies. Most of these migrants are confirmed asylum seekers who 
have survived severe human rights abuses stemming from the violence, poverty, and oppression that 

forced them to flee their home countries. Those who haven’t completed their asylum process are often 
unable to do so, either because they can’t afford legal representation or because the U.S. immigration 
system is severely backlogged and broken.

These barriers leave millions of immigrants in the United States trapped in limbo – unable to return 
home, gripped by the continual fear of deportation, and made to feel unwanted and unwelcome in 

our hostile political climate. The children of these families are especially vulnerable, facing housing 

and food insecurity caused by unstable minimum wage jobs 

and the high cost of living in Oakland. They also live under 

the constant threat that their parents could be deported and 

separated from them at any moment, possibly forever.

Despite these immense obstacles, immigrants persevere in 

moving forward. Our life together at OCW gives us a front row 

seat to both the depth of their suffering and the strength of 
their faith and hope, which continually challenge us to seek 

new answers to their exclusion in our polarized world. This 
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“What is needed is a revolution of the heart, a revolution that begins with you and me.”

         — Dorothy Day
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unique vantage point newly fuels our passion to do more than just “tend the wound”. As people of faith, 

we are called to do all we can to prevent what caused this humanitarian crisis in the first place. 

We must move beyond whether we are “left or right, red or blue” to who we can be together. It’s time 

we write a new national story, one shaped by what Pope Francis calls the newly “shared horizons” of 

our life together. This is the surest path back to the Common Good we know.

Our December 6 event with Fr. Greg, while a much-needed fundraiser for OCW, is so much more. 

Fr. Greg is our Brother in Mission. With him, we share a passionate belief in the inherent worth and 

dignity of every person. We also have a common commitment to radical hospitality that does not end 

with a meal or a safe bed, but insists that everyone is welcome, no matter what.

We can’t think of a better person with whom to begin our long overdue conversation about who we can 

be . . . together. We already know that the first chapter of our new national story will be the answer to 
Fr. Greg’s persistent questions: “What if we really believed we belong to each other? What if there was 

no Us and Them, just Us?” We’d know God’s Great Big Dream for us: Unity and Love that build bridges 
not walls, where Compassion trumps hatred.

Please join us, as our treasured partner in mission, to help make God’s Big Dream come alive for all of 

us, especially the most vulnerable of our immigrant brothers and sisters. You can do this by:

     • Purchasing a ticket(s) to our very special afternoon of hope and community on December 6. 
     • Inviting your friends and families to join us at this event.
     • Increasing or doubling your regular donation.   
     • Making a donation above the ticket price to enable someone else to attend.
     • Being a sponsor of our event by contributing $500, $1,000, $5,000 or . . . Your very generous  
 contribution will make possible:

        Urgently needed transitional housing for unhoused immigrants and their children. 
        Professionally trained staff who can skillfully address the needs of our traumatized   
  families.

        Emergency rent assistance for hard working families in the midst of job losses.

        Continued food for hungry immigrants and children who, because of federal funding  

  cuts to the Alameda County Food Bank, no longer receive meat, milk, and beans.

More than anything, your generous support of our afternoon with Fr. Greg will tell our families they are 

not alone during this very difficult time for the immigrant community. For this great gift of hope, we most 
especially thank you. 

We ask for your continued prayers for strength and hope for our immigrant brothers and sisters and all 

those who support and stand in solidarity with them.  

In gratitude to and for you,

Sr. Anne Carrabino, SSS

Executive Director

Oakland Catholic Worker:  P.O. Box 19277, Oakland, CA 94619

(510) 533-7375  •  oaklandcatholicworker@yahoo.com

www.oaklandcatholicworker.org  •  Federal Tax ID: 94-3088087


